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This class will focus on one of the oldest historical traditions of art: tattooing. During this course, students will learn the histories and traditions of various tattoo cultures, from ancient to contemporary times. Through a series of lectures and workshops, students will become familiar with the history of tattooing technologies, from bone and charcoal to the contemporary machines being used today. Students will gain a view of different cultural perspectives of what tattooing means and why it is ubiquitous across human culture, while also learning basic techniques of contemporary tattooing, from making flash and doing transfers to the understanding of how tattoos work with the body. We will also be talking to and exploring today's plethora of different tattoo artists from LGBTQIA and BIPOC artists to sound artists using tattooing as musical instruments, and much more. 
Tattooing has an extensive, complex history, with the earliest recorded tattooed person being from around 3250 B.C. It is the goal of this 8 week class to understand different cultures, forms, and meanings of tattooing, all while learning the basics of creating tattoos.
By the end of the 8 week course students will be able to:
A. Have historical knowledge of different cultures’ uses and meanings of tattoos
B. Know the basics of how tattooing works with machines, today’s equipment, and how ink works in the skin 
C. Be able to make flash, build drawing strength, transfer images, and other contemporary techniques
D. Meet contemporary tattoo artists and gain an in-depth look at today's contemporary tattoo artists 
